CHAPTER XVI
MYSORE AND  SERINOAPATAM
To the north of the Nilgiri district lies the plateau
of Mysore. It is the Eden of South India; there
is no other country like it with its undulating
stretches of park and forest, its fertile fields of
corn, its gardens and plantations. The tableland
varies in height from two to three thousand feet.
The ranges of mountains that run through the
plateau rise to five thousand feet. Here and there
are isolated rocky hills that at some distant time
in the past have been crowned with forts. They
are called droogs, the term being attached to some
personal or place name like the Hoolicul Droog.
The builders of those forts were past masters
in their art. So perfectly was each stone dressed
that it fitted into its place without the aid of
mortar. The sides ^that were turned to the
exterior or interior were left rough-hewn, but the
surfaces that joined were so cleverly dressed that
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